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THE NEW WINESKIN NEEDED FOR REVIVAL
From the REVIVAL FIRE | The Original Brownsville Compilation on YouTube, I heard the story about a young man who traveled to where the Hebrides revival on the Isle of Lewis had been and he met one of the fathers of the revival from that day and this is what the father said to the young man, “The reason the revival failed is because the leadership didn’t know how to structure. They didn’t  know how to prepare a wineskin for what God was doing and it folded and failed.” Then this old man got ahold of the young man and grabbed him by the collar, pulled him close to his face and said, “Son when you get it whatever you do don’t let go of it!” YouTube Video: https://youtu.be/SHXSboyS4-c?si=b9XPEk4IAwaDFtD8 starting 35:35

OPENING STATEMENT
I’m going to speak about some of the foundational things needed to be able to bring , contain and sustain revival from my personal experience, study of the Book of Acts and many years of studying revival history. It’s not all inclusive of course but will give you what you need to know about the wineskin needed for revival. I’m not an expert in anything but just a man who loves Jesus and His Presence. 
I have seen and studied that revival comes in mostly two ways. He can come upon men and women of great prayer and surrender, and they carry the Fire and release Him wherever they go. He can also come and rest upon a small or large geographical location and remain as long as God’s people never stop giving Him what He needed to come and to stay.

Book of Acts Church
Acts 1
The Holy Spirit Promised
4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be [c]witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
The Upper Room Prayer Meeting
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 14 These all continued with one [d]accord in prayer [e]and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
Acts 2
Coming of the Holy Spirit
2 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all [a]with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them [b]divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Peter’s Sermon
14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only [e]the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,
That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your young men shall see visions,
Your old men shall dream dreams.
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days;
And they shall prophesy.
39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” So much for cessation!
The Newly Birthed Church Grows
41 Then those who [m]gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ [n]doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and [o]sold their possessions and goods, and divided[p] them among all, as anyone had need.
46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added [q]to the church daily those who were being saved.
Acts 4
4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.
Prayer for Boldness
27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
Radical Spirit Led Giving
32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.
36 And [d]Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of [e]Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 5
Continuing Power in the Church
12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

Acts 6
Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying,…
Acts 8
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down to [a]the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.
WHAT THE BOOK OF ACTS SHOWS US IS NEEDED
· THE RESTING PRESENCE OF AN OUTPPOURING OF THE SPIRIT THAT ONLY COMES THROUGH CONTINUAL ONE ACCORD CORP PRAYER THAT BECOMES A SUSTAINED REVIVAL. 
· DAILY MINISTRY OF THE WORD
· DAILY CONTINUAL MAKING OF DISCIPLES
· [bookmark: _Hlk158994183]DAILY PRAYING CORPORATELY
· DAILY FELLOWSHIP, COMMUNION AND EATING TOGETHER
· RADICAL SPIRIT LED GIVING
· DAILY MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE POOR
· DAILY EVANGELISM & GOING FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE
· PUBLIC MINISTRY WITH THE WORD, SPIRIT, CASTING OUT DEMONS, HEALING THE SICK, MIRACLES, SIGNS & WONDERS, BAPTIZING IN WATER, BAPTIZING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT & FIRE

How do we do this in our day?
Here are some suggestions from personal experience, study of the Word, revival history and learning what others have done.

Prepare the People
With as many leaders as possible ask the Holy Spirit to begin to start moving on the hearts of the people to reveal to them and burden them with the darkening condition of the world around them and globally and  their unsaved family member, friends, coworkers, and neighbor who are going to hell if they don’t repent and follow Jesus. Revival history proves that one of the most powerful manifestations of the Spirit during revival is the deep heart-breaking conviction of sin with the fear of the Lord reaching the hardest of sinners and they becoming radically saved. 
Prepare the people in advance with preaching and teaching on the need for revival and the cost it can bring to the church and their lives and the blessings that greatly out way the costs.

Weekly Corporate Prayer
Corporate praying is needed at least once a week with worship, intercession, crying out in great hunger and desperation for the Fires of Revival to come. There can also be smaller pockets of people connected in praying for revival. One great motivation for this type of praying is many of the lost people in the lives of the people praying will have the greatest chance in a lifetime to be saved. 
If and when He does come, then never stop doing what you did to get Him to come. PRAY! THEN GET OUT OF HIS WAY!
When and not if when you see prayer starting to wain or the Presence of the Spirit pray for more hunger, more of God and for God’s heart for the lost and to receive a burden from Him that can bring the travail of the Spirit into the meetings to keep birthing all that God wants.

Prepare to Make Disciples in Mass
Prepare to make disciple in mass by having at least the foundational materials in advance. If you have enough people with you, you can train and equip them with the materials to lead small groups for discipleship during the weeks ahead. At the same time these leaders can also be prepared to be spiritual fathers & mothers. Spiritual parenting has the intention of developing and encouraging to walk in the path of spiritual fathers and mothers themselves. It takes discipleship into a more personal level with more time given in the spiritual parenting process. The spiritual father or mother mentors  and trains another, and in doing so, imparts his or her inheritance to the younger Christian. This also works well with spiritual parents that are leaders for future leadership development for spiritual sons or daughters. 
Telling a new Christian to come on Sundays and if there is a Wednesday night only without discipleship and spiritual parenting is insane and leading them into may years of hard struggles in so many ways, they might not make it. How many millions of baby Christians have fallen through the crakes of our churches and back into the hands of the devil. I know this from my personal experience. If I would have been discipled and had a spiritual father to help guide me a long, I could have possibly gotten to where I am now in half the time. 

Corporate & Small Group Ministry Equipping
In larger corporate gatherings and small groups everyone will need to be taught how to live a holy, righteous & fruitful life; how to be live in, walk in and be led by the Spirit; how give their testimony, to lead people to Jesus, make disciples, baptize in water, baptize in the Holy Spirit & Fire, cast out demons, heal the sick and allow the Spirit to minister through them in His Gifts and disciple others to do the same.

Ministry Teams
Ministry Teams will need to be trained in evangelistic outreach, mercy ministry and ministry times during public ministry. In times of revival one of two pastors praying for people isn’t sufficient because of the amount of people coming into the Kingdom and for prayer.

Church Planting & Leadership School
To continue to enlarge and expand the reach of the Kingdom into new areas future church leaders and church planters will need to be trained, equipped, and sent out into the world to expand the sustained revival in new areas or else the revival could die out.

WHAT WILL HE COST YOU? 
EVERYTHING!!!
The Spirit coming in revival like in the Book of Acts and in Church history and resting will cost you your dignity, reputation, some or many members of your church, personal and church finances, your church traditions and some or many doctrines, your meetings length and daily schedule & your way of life. There will be greatly intensified demonic attacks especially from ruling principalities. You’ll be gossiped about, lied about, hated, and greatly persecuted and so much worse if in nonwestern countries and soon western. 
You will have to learn how to allow the Holy Spirit to control and lead ALL! 
One of the most important things we need to know is the Spirit at all times needs to be able to do, be and say anything He wants whenever He wants as long as He wants without any restrictions and without question, we obey and follow. If not, He’ll be quenched and go in time and more than likely never return to rest in a revival outpouring that could have been sustained until we are caught up in the air to be with Him. 
Every leader that God choses for revival must hear from God how He wants to personally structure what He wants to do with them and their people as far as the meetings, days, hours, and all else revival will demand. Never presuppose that He will do what He’s done before in revival recently or in history. He’s much bigger than that!
The leaders are the most responsible for Him to come and rest in revival and for it to be sustained. They are also responsible to prepare the people for all that has been taught in this teaching and all else God would have them to do so He can come, rest, and burn and never be stopped. Once He comes, He will only leave if forced and there are many ways this can be done.

THE REWARD OF SUSTAINED REVIVAL
There will be a great multitude of souls radically saved, transformed, delivered, healed, baptized in water, baptized in the Holy Spirit & Fire. Your people will be set on Fire to pray and evangelize like never before. The church will have people who are being saved adding to it daily. Disciples will  keep multiplying. Finances will greatly increase. There will be rapid church growth and expansion with large numbers of cities and geographical territories with great joy in them as they are taken for the Kingdom of God. Sinfulness will be greatly subdued; a lot of darkness will be overcome by the light and all kinds of crimes will decrease. This only happens as we never stop doing what it takes to keep revival here and sustained by the Holy Spirit’s Presence. 
The history of what happens when revival stops is not good. It seems that things don’t just go back to normal but become worse after the Spirit lifts. So don’t ever stop or give up if He does come.

Resources
We have many resources for all we discussed above we can recommend! Pastor Steve can even talk on the phone if you’re a leader.
Email us: Gen217podcast@gmail.com
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